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Business: BAE Systems                                                                  

1300 Wilson Blvd Suite 800 
Arlington, VA 2209 

  
Business Contact: John Hovell, HR Manager III 

Learning Operations and Technology 
  
Phone: 703-516-4735 
  
Partner School: Liberty Elementary School 
  
School Contact: Paul Pack, Principal 
  
Phone: 703-957-4370 
  
Year Partnership Began: 2011 
  
Description of School/Business 
Partnership Activity(ies): 

In 2011-12 school year, Liberty and BAE Systems formed the 
partnership that brought national recognition as the school was 
awarded with the prestigious Chief Learning Officer Magazine’s 
Collaboration Award for 2012’s STEMmerday.   
 
Liberty is now planning its fourth annual STEMmerday on Saturday, 
March 29, 2014.  BAE Systems is providing funding and scientists and 
engineers to plan and facilitate many of the 35 activities showcased 
this year.  This year, the staff is also expanding its professional 
development workshop during the event for other Loudoun County 
Public School leaders and teachers to learn more about the initiative 
and bring STEM activities to their students.   
 
Moving forward with the financial support from BAE Systems, Liberty 
Elementary School will create two STEM labs in the school for all 
students in grades k-5.  One lab will be technology based and the 
second will allow teachers and staff to have an environment rich in 
materials and work stations that fosters problem-solving and 
creativity.  We will also expand the use of “Liberty’s Learning Garden”, 
our outdoor classroom, to support of science curriculum and STEM 
approach. 
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Benefits to the Company: BAE Systems is a premiere provider of global security fulfilling the 

mission of “protecting those who protect us”. BAE Systems believes 
that education is a security issue in the sense that an active and 
educated community is a safer community. In its partnership with 
Liberty Elementary, STEMmerday brings excitement and interactivity 
to Science, Technology, Engineering and Math as well as opportunities 
for learner-led deep learning. BAE Systems knows that this deep 
learning not only leads to a better candidate pool for its own job 
openings, it helps to fulfill the mission of global security. 
 

  
Benefits to the School: The purpose of STEM education is to generate student interest, 

increase STEM literacy, and provide opportunities for students to 
think critically in the fields of Science, Technology, Engineering, and 
Math.  
 
If you walked into a classroom during a STEM lesson, you would see 
students creating, problem solving, asking and answering questions, 
discovering, making mistakes, and then learning from those mistakes.  
All four fields are integrated into student-centered learning activities 
because this provides an authentic learning experience that parallels 
the work force, where these fields are naturally integrated. 
 
The Liberty Elementary staff believes that activities in the area of 
science, technology, engineering and math ignite student interest and 
encourage problem-solving and higher-level thinking.  We worked the 
concepts into the daily classroom and most importantly, begun to shift 
the education system from ‘sage on the stage’ to ‘guide on the side’ – 
not to mention all of the content is more directly applicable (i.e. 
storytelling, problem solving, critical/strategic thinking, self-
awareness, curiosity, grit, resilience, STEM, etc.).  Integration of 
STEM and STEMmerday, due in large part with our partnership with 
BAE Systems, is critical in the learning process at Liberty Elementary 
School. 
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